Wislar takes Worlds

Day four of the IOD Worlds began as a search for wind. A westerly breeze filled in from the Manset shore but didn’t fill in enough to start the race until several hours after the race was officially supposed to start. However, once the racing did begin, the high tension one would expect from a World Championship graced the racing. 
The course was set to start from the western end of Sutton Island with the windward offset by the Manset shore. Most competitors opted to go to port towards Western Way with a handful going north to the end of Greening Island. Winds hit 8-10 kts out of the WNW.
John Henry (NEHF #2) got a good jump on the fleet getting into some good air to the south. Martin Rygh (NOR) and Urban Ristorp (2009 Champs) and Richard Thompson (CHEST) were in hot pursuit. 
Three-quarters of the way up the first windward leg Thompson and Rygh worked their way to the front of the class followed by Spencer Fulweiler (SF#2) and Elliot Wislar (LIS#1). The left side of the course lost its pressure. Boats that headed left stalled out leaving Rygh and Thompson (CHEST) to round overlapped with points leader Wislar within spitting distance. The threesome of Fulweiler, Craig Davis (BER#2), and Ristorp rounded as a group next.
On the first leeward leg Thompson protected his lead while Wislar kept his spinnaker full and caught some healthy current on the ebb tide to over take Fulweiler and Rygh at the front of the fleet.

Thompson opted round the starboard side of the leeward gate seeing potential on the port side of the windward leg. Wislar pulled the IOD version of a head fake, juking starboard then heading to port to protect the productive starboard side of the windward leg. Lift off of Greening spotted Wislar the spread between him and Thompson as Wislar headed port to get some of the freshening breeze that was shifting slightly south. By the time Wislar reached the second rounding of the windward mark he had a minute lead over Thompson. Just over a minute later Ristorp, Thompson, and Davis rounded as a pack.
Wislar continued to extend his lead on the subsequent leg. Ristorp and Thompson rounded next with Davis, John Burnham (FIS#2) and Rygh close behind. The entire fleet rounded to port this time looking to get that lift from Greening that pushed Wislar in the lead on the prior windward leg.
Ristorp made a charge at Wislar on the final leg and as they approached the finish line a tacking duel ensued. While the two lead boats were preoccupied Davis snuck up behind Ristorp to threaten for third. Ristorp momentarily switched to covering Davis but when Davis headed to starboard a bit too long Ristorp once again focused on Wislar. As the duo closed in on the finish line Wislar caught a header simultaneously with a wave which nearly brought them to a stop. Hitting port tack and holding firm, Wislar nailed his second bullet of the series. Ristorp took second and Davis tagged third.
Because of the delay at the beginning of the day, the race committee decided to attempt two races on the final day.
Heading up Somes Sound for race six of the series on Friday, the fleet met a northerly wind of 10-13 knots. With the flood tide hitting the middle third as the race began, there was ample current running up the middle of the Sound.
Points leader, Wislar, got a poor start forcing him into a defensive position immediately, knowing that Burnham and the rest of the fleet was going to be gunning for his lead.
The main portion of the fleet headed to port to catch what lift they might find on the western side of Somes Sound. The squirrelly shifts treated some boats to air while others frantically searched for theirs.
While the pack was working its way up the western shore, Penny Simmons (BER#1) took off up the eastern shore with a consistent wind to round the windward mark first. Ian McNeice (NAN#2) had worked his way into second followed by Davis, David Rockefeller Jr. (NEH#3) and John Henry 
Second place in overall points, Burnham rounded in sixth. Wislar had battled back from 20th position at the start to eighth by the first rounding of the offset.
Most boats opted for the western shore of the Sound on the leeward leg but the flukey NNW winds gave tacticians fits. The boats that headed down the center of the Sound made good headway despite running against the meat of the flood tide.
McNeice got a good set on the rounding and put a significant cushion between himself and the fleet on the first leeward leg, rounding the leeward gate over a quarter of a mile ahead of Simmons and Henry who moved to third on the leg.
The fleet scattered on the second windward leg with everyone looking for that elusive pressure. McNeice held onto his lead as the rest of the fleet continued to shuffle. Rockefeller moved into second place just ahead of Davis. Henry rounded several boat lengths back in third with Simmons and Burnham in fourth and fifth respectively. Wislar sat in seventh.
There was no question who was going to take the race at this point. McNeice had a lock with a growing cushion. The battle was heating up for the number two spot as Burnham moved into the runner-up position rounding to starboard at the gate. Henry went port in third. Rockefeller moved into fourth on the leg going starboard at the gate. In fifth was Davis who opted for the port rounding as well.
The shuffle continued on the final leg as is bound to happen with a World Championship. McNeice took the win with ease. Simmons clawed his way up for a second place finish. Rockefeller earned a third, Burnham placed fourth and Davis rounded out the top five.
The point race was too close to call going into the final race of the week. With the sixth race being run, the fleet earned a throwaway race adding to the volatility of the standings. Going into the final race, Wislar held a 
The fleet moved back to the outside for the final race, the course starting by Great Cranberry Island and running to just north of Greening Island putting the finish outside the NEHF on Gilpatrick Cove.
The points race put Wislar and Burnham in a virtual dead heat going into the final race. If Burnham could manage to get one boat in between him and Wislar, Burnham could score a comeback victory of the World Championship. If Wislar could stay on Burnham’s transom and protect, he would emerge as 2010 IOD World Champion. The stage was set for a classic shootout.
The tension was palpable as roughly 25 spectator boats hovered near the starting line. With one boat getting a bit anxious at the leewrd end of the line and having to restart, most boats, including all of the NEHF entered headed north to Sutton Island which had proved to be the most valid tactic in previous races. From there the majority of the fleet headed to the southern shore of MDI to get some lift off the land. The deeper to shore they went the more lift they got. Henry went the deepest and just edged out Bill Dowling at the offset. Charlie Van Voorhis (FIS#1) headed up the next group to round which included Rygh, Simmons, Ristorp, McNeice, and Bjorn Wahlstrom (SWE).
Points leaders Wislar and Burnham rounded the offset in a virtual dead heat around the middle of the pack. 
Henry got into a pocket on the leeward leg, staying on the wind and the ebb tide to advance several boat lengths over the fleet by the time he rounded the starboard side of the leeward gate. He found a gap in the fleet behind the next group of boats still of the leeward leg and headed back north to the shore of MDI. 

Van Voorhis and Simmons rounded to starboard as well with Dowling and Rockefeller headed to port hoping to get to the shore of MDI without having to cut across the fleet.
By the time Henry got to the offset again he stretched his lead out to over a minute after second place Rygh, who was being chased by Van Voorhis in third. Simmons lost a little ground at the head of the fleet and Rockefeller was in close pursuit. 
Second place in the overall points race, Burnham had Rockefeller in his sights from the sixth place position. Wislar had fallen back to a thirty second deficit to Burnham at the rounding with four boats between them. 
Henry protected for the rest of the race to take first. The duel for second was on as Van Voorhis and Rygh matched tacks on the final leg only to have Van Voorhis edge out Rygh by a nose.
With the front of the pack finishing up, the battle for the overall win came into focus. 
The next three boats Simmons, Rockefeller, and Burnham all came into the line in overlap in that order. Rockefeller was charging hard at Simmons and Burnham rapidly making ground against Rockefeller.

Wislar, in seventh, managed to eliminate the boats between him and second place overall Burnham, but getting Rockefeller between him and Wislar would have give Burnham the win by one point. Only inches separated Simmons and Rockefeller at the line with Burnham a half of a boat length behind in overlap as they crossed. This put Wislar and Burnham in a tie in the overall points. Wislar’s two bullets during the week ended up being the tie breaker.
